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i ON THE DIVINE LAW. 


(Concluded from p. 17.) 
What must we understand by the Divine 
Law? The Law is an exhibition of the 
‘oral perfections of God, as a rule for our 


The love of God, the good- 


, Ness, mercy, justice and righteousness of 


"God, as expressions of his nature towards 
Ds, are exhibited as the ground and reason 
‘why we should love him. These same 
perfections of God, likewise, as expressions 
of his nature towards mankind, are exhibi- 
ted as the reason why we should love them. 
Thus the law binds us to love God and 
man. If there were no love of God to us, 


- there woald be no obligation binding on us 


to love him; and if there were no love 
from God to mankind, there could be no 
Obligation under which we should be bound 


4% love mankind. 


Ubiigation, then, on our part to keep the 
Jaw, originates from the good which the 
faw expresses towards us. We love him 
Because he first loved us. His love to 
men, in all cases, is antecedent to their 
love to him; and is, not only, the reason 


why we love him, but is, likewise, the 


ground or obligation by which we are 
bound to love him. Thus the first and 
great command is, to love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, with all our soul, 
with all our strength, with all our might, 
and with all our mind. Now why is such 
8 command reasonable? Ans. Because he 
Who commands is our friend, he loves us. 
That he is lovely in himself, and infi- 


Ditely so: and that he has a right to com- 


mand our love, are things which we have 
Po disposition to deny ; but that he is infi- 
ad lovely and yet commands us to love 
im, while he does not love us ; is what we 
deny. His infinite loveliness is proved 
creatures, by his love to them ; and witb- 


ee 





out this expression of love to his creatures, 
it is questioned whether these creatures 
could know that he was lovely in himeelf, 
Thus, the knowledge we have, that God has 
a sight to command our love and that he is 
lovely in himself, arises from the multipli- 
ed expressions of his love to us. 

We wil! now consider the second com- 
mand, ‘thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself.? Why is this command reasona- 
ble? Ans. If we are bound to love the De- 
ity, because he loves us; if that love of the 
Deity to us, be designed for our happiness, 
and excites im us a desire for the same; it 
is but reasonable to conclude that his ob- 
ject is the same in all the instances of his 
love, and, consequently, our regard for the 
happiness of others, must correspond with 
our own. Thus, the unexceptionable love 
of God to all men, proved by the universal 
requirement of the law to love God, ar- 
gues the reasonableness of our loving all 
men, and of our having the same desire for 
their felicity, which we have for our own. 

In a word, if God have manifested him- 
self to be lovely in a multitude of expres- 
sions, proved by the universal requirement 
to us that we should love mankind ; it will 
be our highest wisdom and be inseparably 
connected with our interest to reduce this 
command to practice. 

This command has for its object the un- 
ion and happiness of the whole human fam- 
ily; and such an cbject is sufficient to 
prove the requirement reasonable. 

Thus have we seen the nature of the 
law; that it is a transcript of the moral 
perfections of its author: It is holy, just 
and good. 

Tis extent. It takes cognizance of our 
thoughts, words, and actions ; it extends to 
all men, and so is exceeding broad. Itis 
ealled a perfect law. ‘The law of the 
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Lend perfect’? It would not be an ex- quires of his creatures, their love, their 


pression of the divine perfections,if it were 
imperfect ; and God could not give a law 
of imperfect obedience, without receding 
from his own pectections. ¢ Ifthere could 
have been a lew given, which could hav 
given life, verily righteousness would have 
bea by the law ;’ tut this could never be 
the case, unless an imperfect law had been 
given, by a perfect Being. Nothing skort 
of perfect and universal obedience could be 
required hy a law,which was,an expression 
of the divine character. 

Thus we have seen the extent of the di- 
vine law, that it isa rule exhibited to our 
view, which is perfect: respecting our 
thougiits, purposes, words and actions, and 
extends fo a!! men. 

The spirituality of thelaw. This differs 
from the fetter, as much as love to av ob- 


— ew 





gratitude and praise; it is because the spi. 
rit of obedience is at the foundation, and so 
_comprehends the whole. Love conquers 
all, and we must yield to love; it is the 
life of obedience, and the sum of all that is 
excellent. 

| Thus the Deity sums up the whole ; ‘my 
son, give me thy heart/ 

Thus we have spoken of the nature, ex- 
tent and spirituality of the law.’ 

Are there penatiies annexed to this law? 
Ans. Not any ; certainly none in the dec. 
alogue expressed. Placivg the natural e. 
vils, consequential on disobedience, to the 
account of a penalty inflicted; is the mis 
take of most of our masters in Israel. Ara 
they masters in Israel, and yet not know 
these things? God has wisely ordered, or 
jestablished or connected misery with trans- 





ject differs from an outward compliment sgression. Sinis the cause of which mise- 
where love is really wanting. For instance; } ry is the effect. Now such an effect must 
the letter says, § thou shait not kill.’ and will follow from such a cause. He, 

This letter is obeyed, if we do not actu- | who goes counter to the law shadowed 
ally kill the body of any man ; but in the forth to him, will as certainly feel the con- 
spirit of this law, we are murderers, if we | sequences, which are misery ; as the man 
hate @ man in our hearts, although we have | that puts fire into his bosom, will feel that 


done his body no injary ; for, he that hat- 
eth his brother, is.a murderer.’ 

So, ¢ he, that looketh on a woman to lust 
after her,in the spirit of this law, hath com- 
mitted adultery already with her in his 
heart ;’ who, at the sae time, has not vio- 
lated the letter, by being guilty of the very 


the is burned. 

The many declarations, in the sacred 
_ writings, which have been mistaken for pe- 
i Nalties expressed, or as threatening against 
sinners ; are nothing more than assurances 





of sin, must and certainly will follow the 


ve sinful men, that the awful consequences 
| 


act. ‘commission of sin. 


Thus, we may express a veneration for 


the Deity, and in our external mignon 


do nothing incompatible with love to him, | 
and so fuifi! the letter ; butif love be want. | 
ing, this law is violated as to the spirit.— | 
The law, then, as to its spirituality, has 
special regard to our temper and disposi- 
tion; for as actions respecting their good 
or bad qualities, are predicated on the in- 
tentions, with which they are peformed ; 
80 it follows that love, or a compliance 
with the law in its spirituality, is essential 
in obedience. ‘Love is the fulfilling of the 
law.’ 

Hence we understand, why the Deity re- | 


This assurance is often given, and is ex- 
pressed frequently under the idea of anger 
and wrath and fury; of judgments and 
destruction and desolations. 

But the evils which men endure, are the 
effects of their own foily, and of that vani- 
ty to which they were made subject. For 
the creature was made subject to vaniiy, 
not willingly, but by reason of him, who 
hath subjected the same in hope. Thei- 
dea of God’s anger, fury, &c. I shall treat 
at large, when I speak of the scriptures and 
their authenticity. 

Let it suffice us, for the present, to say : 
that if God can be love and then hatred; 


es 
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pression of the divine nature, as the gospel. 

{fit be an exhibition of the moral per- 
fections of the Daity, as arule for our im- 
ttation ; it will, indisputable follow, that 
the moral perfections in both, i. e. in law 
and gospel, are the same; that the differ. 
ence only is this, that the law require per. 
fect obedience without an intimation of 
mercy expressad, incase of violztion; but 





. it he can be pleased and then angry: if he 

can be without fury and then full of fury ; 
he must, unquestionably, be changeable 
‘ike ourselves. 

Are there any intimations of mercy, in the 
daw, to the viclators of it? Ans. None ex- 
pressed. Not any. It is an exhibition of 

the moral perfections of God, as arule for 
 ¢mitation; and no intimation of mercy in 


Pd. 


+ wittis ’ 


case of violation. 
Men, therefore, who see their deviations 
from this rule ; of consequence feel their 


_guiit; and the greater discoveries they 


" have of the perfection of this rule, the 


greater will their imperfections appear ; 


_ this will cause proportionable distress and 
tzouble, 

This isthat, which, by the clergy, has 
been denominated a ‘law work. ‘Sin, 
by the commandment,’ in this circum- 
stance, * becomes exceeding sinful.’ 

Thus, ‘the law enters, that the offence 
may abound ; that man may see his true 
character. He now, as asick man, will see 
the need of a physician; asa guilty man he 


f . * 
will feel the necessity of mercy, and as a 


wretched and miserable sinner, he will see 


_the necessity of rest and salvation. 


To such a man, the physician will be ac- 


_ ceptable ; mercy will be precious ; and rest 
and salvation be received with gratitude & 


eternal praise. Thus, the manifestation of 
the divine perfections, asa rule for our im- 
itation, can never, in the estimation of a 
guilty man, justify him; because he sees 
and feels that he has acted in opposition, 
and that the temper of his heart, together 
with his words and actions,he himself being 
judge, bave been a violation of this rule- 
Thus, by the deeds of the Jaw shall no flesh 


the gospel expresses the fulness of mercy, 
even to the chief of sinners. 

2. From the law itself, the gospel is ar- 
gued by way of consequence. We have 
proved, wader this article, that as the iaw 
requires us to love the Lord ouc God,with 
all our heart, &c. that this requirement 
could never be suitable, nor we be under 
obligation thus to love him; unicss he were 
lovely in himself, and displayed this, his 
loveliness, by loving his rational creatures. 
The requirements then of the law are a 
proof of God’s love to us; and as these re- 
quirements are universal ; it is a proof that 
his love is univergal. 

Thos, the law itse/f, argues the gospel ; 
not directly, but by consequence ; for the 
gospel is a direct and full manifestation of 
God’s leve to all men, which the law for 
wise purposes, seemed to conceal. 

Thus, we shall find, that when any one 
would suggest, that the law was against the 
promises of God; or that the faith of the 
gospel went to urdermine the law; that 
idea, in both cases, was strongly reprobat- 
ed by the apostle. ‘Is the law, then, a- 
gainst the promises of God? God forbid.’ 
‘Do we make void the law through faith? 
God forbid ; yea we establish the law.’— 
Thus law and gospel are harmonious. 

3. From this dissertation on the divine 


be justified. This is that law which the a- 
postle Paul calls the law of sin and death, 
Rom. viii. 2. Itis so considered from ey tiene, under the former dispensation, and 
effects of itin a person’s mind: it convinces; its being hidden from individuals now, 
of sin and works, death by way of conse | while the law, only, is ia view. Under 
quence ; yet the law itseif is holy, just and{ that dispensation, and so io this, it has had 
good. We shall make some remarks and! this effect, either to cut offal] hope by des- 
close this subject for the present, pair; or if hope were cherisied, it was 
1. We noticed in the introduction to the} g:ounced principally ou their inyperfect o- 
divine law, that this law was as ¢rwe an ex-! bedience. 


law, we may see the anatogy between the 
hiding of the gospel, for ages and genera- 
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The darkness of the gentile world cor- 
responded, very much, with men who are 
now in stupidity and security :—the state 
of the Jews, corresponded to a person es- 
tablished in legality, with but a dim and 
imperfect view of grace ; while, in all ages, 
the discovery of the full truth of God’s e- 
ternal love both in law and gospel, has had 
the most salutary effect, of establishing 





men in substantial rest and everlasting 
gratitude and praise. 
Epitor. 


These things said his parents, for they 
Seared the Jews, because they had agreed al- 
ready, that if any man did confess that he 
were the Christ, he should be put out of the 
synagogue. John x. 22. 

Awwong the many wonderful absurdities, 
which we discover in our race; there is 
Done perhaps that is more destitute of ex- 
cuse, or that is more reprehensible, than 
that fear of man, which destroys our 
own independence. We have many in- 
stances of this in the sacred writings, and it 
would be a matter of satisfaction,if such in- 
stances were not to be found in our times. 

The parents of the blind man,in the time 
of the Saviour, were a remarkable instance 
of thisfear ofman. Being interrogated by 
the Jews, whether this was their son ; whe- 
ther he was born blind, and by what means 
he had received his sight; they answer the 
two first particulars, this is our son, and he 
was born blind. 

This they could aver without any dan- 
ger of incurring the displeasure of the Jews. 

But an answer to the third particular, 
they were induced to avoid through fear. 
They undoubtedly knew by what means 
their son had received hissight. But fear 
inclines them to deny it; for they say, by 
what means be hath received his sight, or 
who hath opened his eyes, we know not. 
He is of age, ask hiw, he shall answer for 
himself. Here was their fear. Now of 
what were they afraid? Ans. Of being | 
put out of the synagogue. 





The synagogue and the favor of the Jews, | 


cernment, than the recovery of sight to 
their sor, or of gratitude to his benefactor, 


Fear, only, could be the reason why 
they should come to this conclusion. 

This, we fear, will apply in too many in- 
stances at this day. 

How many there are, who being afraid 
of being put out of the synagogue, i. e. cast 
out of the church, will hide their belief of 
God’s unbounded mercy, or give equivocal 
responses to all interrogatories on the sub- 
ject? Weask these men, which of the 
twain stands fairest on the page of revela- 
tien; the equivocating parents,or the frank 
and honest son? 


Likewise, which of them was best assur- 
ed of a durable and permanent good name? 
The parents by endeavoring to securea 
good reputation, lost it: the son, by loosing 
his reputation, has preserved it forever. 

Scripture records the act of the parents, 
as beneath their dignity ; while it records 
the confession of the son,as a magnanimous 
display of true independence. 

Let our brethren, often recollect that he 
who like the parents would save his life, 
shall loseit; but he, who in resemblance 
of this son, would lose his life, shall keep it 
tolife eternal. Having the blind man fora 
pattern, let me advise all, ‘to go and do 


likewise. 
Epiror. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Sirn—Believing there are many brethren 
in this part of our Saviour’s moral vineyard, 
who firmly believe in the restitution of all 
things, (to holiness and happiness) which 
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world began ; and 
for sume reason,best known to themselves, 
conceal their faith. ‘To such the words of 
our Saviour will apply, Luke xi. 35, Take 
heed, therefore, that the light which is in 
I therefore take the 
liberty of requesting you to give publicity 
te the iollowing Dialogue between two U- 
niversalists, through the medinm of your 


thee, be not darkness, 


to these parents, were of weightier con- ives y useful paper; sincerely hoping, that 


eae 


es 
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our fearful bretbren may thereby ‘be ad- 1G dot} 'srael, in public. 
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I can pray to 





monished and openly acknowledge Christ |God wi wy heart, and agree with them in 


to be the Saviour of all men. M. 
A DIALOGUE 

F. Lam very glad to see you, sir; I was | 
afraid L should never have that happiness | 

M. I have passed through much oppost: | 
tion, and encountered many difficulties to 
visit you; but the continuance of your at- 
fection is more than a balance for every 
difficulty. 

F. We have been exceeding anxious for 
you to preach among us, and I hope if you 
do preach, it will be in my house; were I 
to go elsewhere; as an idea is already 
prevalent that I am with you in sentiment, 
I should be put out of the meeting, and | 
should be sorry to be excommunicated. 

M. I am thunderstruck ; when I was 
last'here you were a warm friend to your 
redeemer, I regarded you #8 a steadfast 
believer of the truth. You were unreser- 
ved in your professions of taith in Christ 
Jesus, and you had no hesitation in follow- 
ing the voice of the goud shepherd, any 
where, and everywhere. 

F. But I should not like to break with: 
my brethren. Our meeting-house is ien 
miles distant: I shou!d not mind the dis- 
tance ; but offending the brethren of the 





appearance : Jesus says, “If ye be of me, 
the world wi'l hate you;” but the language 
eo: your conduct is, I can be of him, in such 
at the world shall not hate me. 

F Bt Ido not call the people with 


‘ iia 
4 Wa). 


| whom [Lam in connexion, the wor!d. 


M. Then you do not judge righteously, 
for there are but two characters among 
mankind, those who are of him, and those 
who are «of ihe world; and if those with 
whom you are in connexion were of him, 
they would hear his word theniselves, in- 
stead of putting you out of the church for 
hearing it. 

F. They think they are right. 

M. Then they are more excusable than 
you 3 they sin ignorantly with an intention 
of serving God,you against light and knowl- 
edge, intending to serve yourself. In fact, 
sir, you seem to be resolved to destroy the 
authenticity of the Saviour’s testimony, if 
you can; you will prove it is possible to 


|serve two masters, and I think I should 


rather sustain the character of a frank and 
generous enemy, than such a trimming 
friend ; however, to your own master you 
stand or fall. Yet I would have you re. 
collect the declaration of this master, Mark 


meeting would give one serious pain, and I vii. 88; ** Whosoever, therefore, shail be 
am positive an exclusion from their com- ashamed of me and of my words, in this a- 
munion would be the conseg .ence | dulterous and sinful generation, of him al- 

M. lam IL repeat, beyond expression go, shall the son of man be ashamed, when 
astonished ! What, is it possible, and is my he cometh in the glory of his Father with 


firu:, sensible friend really afraid to wor- | 
ship ¢xod in the w: ay they cali heresy ? | 
F. Why, I nay woiship God in my 
heart, in wy own way, without giving of-| 
fence to any one, aud it 1 can thus do, isit 
not wuch betier? 
M. Had the itust disciples of our Lord | 


‘the holy angels.” 
F. It is best for every one to be pursua- 


‘ded in bis own mind. 


From the Herald cf Salvation. 
GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


Agreeably to previous notice, Delegates, 


thus reasuned, where would christianity’ from various Societies, professing ‘the 
now lave been, or how could the servants | faith once delivered to the Saints,” assem- 
of God be hated fo: their master’s sake ? | bled in Watertown, on the 8th of January, 
E.G Moses heen o your mind, be miglit 1823, tor the purpose of taking into consid- 
hav lived inthe court of Pharaohs, as a e:ationthe propriety of orgavizng 4 Branck 
bi auch of the royal fuwily. Uh prophet Association in this part of the heritage of 
Denil anght have ceed T give our Redeemer, to be in connexioa with the 


soit, why 
efieace to these p vp, by praying vo the, * Western Association of Universalists, in 








alti alibeeenndiceset’ ieee ro at ae oe 
we wergine ; 


aS 


i 


~ nwt 





30 GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





the state of New-York.” As the primary | despair the objects of divine love, the chil- 
object of the meeting was to ascertain the | dren of our heavenly Father and those for 
views and feelings of the several Societies» | whom a Saviour died, was also made man- 
in this vicinity, relative to such organiza- | ifest ; and the practical inferences of the 
tion, it was deemed unnecessary to organ-| exalted and soul cheering sentiment of 
ize a council—but merely to obtain an ex- God’s infinite love, duly enforced. 
pression of the wishes of the Societies, and,; Concluding prayer by Br. C. G. Parson. 
at the next session of the “* Western Asso- Afternoun service. 
ciation,” present a request to be established | Jntroductory prayer by Br.C. G. Parson, 
or set apart as a branch of that body. Ac-} Sermon by Br. Amos Reed, from St. 
cordingly six Societies, represented thro’| Math. xxvi. 24. “It had been good for 
their Delegates, unanimously expressed q| that man if he had not been born.” This 
desire to be organized into a Branch Associ- | discourse was highly interesting. It was 
ation. The Societies rerresented were| made evident that Judas, “ following Christ 
the following, viz. Watertowu, Ratlaed, | in the regeneration” and had the promise 
Brownville, Henderson, Ellisburgh and) of sitting on one of the “twelve thrones 
Richland. judging the twelve tribes of Israel,” that 
Though we were much disappointed in| for ought that appears, he uniformly main- 
not having the labors of several distinguish- | tained a good character, until his treachery ; 
ed brethren in the ministry, who were con- | that he enjoyed the confidence of his breth- 
fidently expected on the occasion, yet by] ren and received a part of the ministry as 
the gracious an? allwise Providence of God, | a disciple with power over unclean spirits 
we were touch edified and instructed by |—that after he had betrayed the Saviour 
the labors of those who officiated at the sa-| and discovered that he would be put to 
cred altar; and can truly say we richly en-| death, he manifested the most heart-felt 








Joyed a “time of refreshing from the pres-| repentance—he even “brought back the: 


ence of the Lorp.” money”—that he was an instrument in the 
The following was the order of the pub- | hand of God of bringing about great good 
lic services : to mankind, in confirmation of ancient pro- 
Wednesday morning. phecy and in conformity with the unchange- 


Introductory prayer by Br. B. Hickox. | able counsels of eternity, by which the Al- 

Sermon by Br. John French,from 1 John, | mighty sent his Son to labor in love, to be 
iv.8. ‘God is love.” In this discoarse, | “betrayed into the hands of” wicked men” 
the divine nature and character were pre-|to be “crucified and slain,” raised from the 
sented in the most amiable point of light— | dead and glorified, that he might be “the 
all the attributes of Jehovah were seen to| SAVIOUR of the WORLD” —that it is a 
harmonize in infinite,eterna! and unchange-|tnost unpardonable reflection upon the 
able love, which “ worketh no ill” to any | character of the all-mercifal Parent of the 
human being in the universe, and which, | buman race, to suppose that he ever curses 
directed by unerring wisdom, causeth * all | any of his creatéres with an existence in- 
things to work together fur good” to ail cre- | finitely worse than nothing ?—that the ev- 
ated beings. The impropriety of ascribing | ident meaning of the text is,that it had been 
suci: qualities to the character of God as | gocd for Judas not to have been boin of 
cid the ancients to their evil Deities and | the spirit at that time, for when he would 
thereby repe!ling the best feelings of the | not have been subjected to all that misery 
human heart, was also shown; and the ab- | which he suffered when * be withdrew, and 








surdity of imagining Giod capable of exer- | going out, was choaked with anguish ;” 
cising an unmercifui disposition, which by | (which is the proper rende;ing of Math 27, 
waging eternal rebellion against the benig- | 5.) “ For ithad been better for them 
nity of his nature, would consign to endless |not to have known the way of sight- 








2, Vee 


- ments of life; while by the irresistible pow. 
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eousness than after they have known it 
to turn from the holy commandment deliv- 
ered unto them.” 

Concluding prayer by Sr. P. Morse. 

Evening Service. 

Introductory prayer by Br. Amos Reed. 

Sermon by Br. G. G. Parson, from Rom. 
9ch.11,12and13v. ‘ Forthe children 
being not yet born, neither having done a- 
ny good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of 
works, but of him that calleth, it was said 
unto her, the elder shall serve the younger. 
As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but E- 
sau have I hated.” In this discourse, it 
was demonstrated that this text is misap- 
plied when it is so construed asto charge 
our Creator with infinite wrath and partial- 
ity in selecting a part of the human race, 
and destining them to the eternal enjoy- 


er of Omnipotence, the remaining part of 
mankind were brought into being, subject- 
ed to all the frailties of this life, and finally 
consigned to the korrors of damnation,with. 
out remedy, hope or mercy, by the irrevoc- 
able decree of the God who made them ; 
and who sealed their final destiny, in the 
regions of woe,countless ages prior to their 
existence ! 

It was also made to appear that Esau’s 
character was better than that of Jacob, 
who took advantage of his brother Esau 
when famishing with hunger and “ ready to 
die,” and compelled him to relinquish “ his 
birth-right for a morsel of bread” to sustain 
his life—that Jacob obtained the blessing 
from his father Isaac, by fraud and cecep- 
tion—that Esau may with much more pro- 
priety be called a type of Christ, than Ja- 
cob—that the elder did not personally 
“serve the younger,” but that this divine 
purpose related to their posterity—It was 
also mace evident, that it is entirely incom- 
patible with the character of perfect excel- 
lence and infinite goodness ‘to cherish posi- 





tive hatred towards any being, much less 
towards innocent children, before they have | 
** done good or evil.” Finally, it was made | 


of God which cannot be frustrated by any 
power, is a purpose of eternal and unlimi- 
ted mercy, in reconciling all things to him- 
self—that the blinded non-elect are not des- 
tined to eternal blindness and misery—that 
they are not cast beyond the reach of mer- 
cy, “‘ for if the casting away of them, be the 
reconciling of the world, what shall the re- 
ceiving of them be but /i/e from the dead ?”’ 
Rom. xi. 15. ‘(For God hath concluded 
them all” (both Jew and Gentile } “in un- 
belief”—not that he might perpetuate their 
torments to all eternity, but “that he 
might have mercy upon ALL !” Rom. xi. 32. 
What heavenly visions dawn on the mind! 
What glories are unfolded in the revelation 
of boundless mercy ! What powerful incen- 
tives of love to God and love to man! 
Concluding prayer by Br. B. Hickox. 
(To be coneluded next week. ) 





The following letter was taken from a man- 
uscript in the possession ef the present 
family of Ketty, now in Lord Kelly’s Li- 
brary, which was taken from the original 
letter of Plebius Lentulus, at Rome. 

A CHRISTIAN. 

Letter of Plebius Lentulus to the Senate of 

Rome, concerning Jesus Christ. 

It being the usual custom of Roman Gov- 
ernors to advertise the senate and people 
of such things as happen in their provinces, 
in the day of the emperor Tiberius Cesar, 
Plebius Lentulus,president of Judea, wrote 
the following epistle to the senate, concern- 
ing our Saviour. 

“There appeared in these our days a 
man of great virtue, named Jesus Cunist, 
who is yet living emong us, and of the gen- 
tiles is accepted for a prophet of truth, but 
his own disciples call him the Son of God—- 
he raiseth the dead, and cureth ail manner 
of diseases. A man of stature somewhat 
tall ana comely, with very reverend coun- 
tenance, such as the beholders both love & 
fear,—his hair of the color of a chesnut full 
ripe, plain to his ears, whence downward 
it is more orient, curling and waving about 
his shoulders. In the midst of his head is 


evident beyond a doubt, that the purpose'aseam, or partition of his hair, after the 
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manner of the Nazarites—His forehead 
plain and very delicate—His face without 
spot or wrinkle, beautified with a lovely 
red—His nose and mouth so formed, as no- 
thing can be reprehended—His beard thick- 
ish, in color like bis hair, not very long,but 


His eyes grey, clear and quick. In reprov- 
ing he is terrible—Io admonishing, courte- 
ous and fair spoken—pleasant in conversa- 
tion, mixed with gravity.—It cannot he re- 
membered that any have seer bim laugh— 
bot many have seen him weep.—In propor- 
tion of body most excellent—His hands and 
arms most delectable to hehold.—In spe ak- 
ing very temperate, modest and wise:——A 
man, for bis singular beauty, surpassing the 
children of men. 


PLEBIUS LENTULUS.” 


——w 


THE STARK OF BETHLEHEM, 


WHEN marsiail’d on the nightly plain, 
The glitt’ring host bestud the sky ; 
One star alone, of ali ihe train, 
Can fix the sinner’s wand ring eye. 
Hark! hark ! to God the chorus breaks, 
From ev'ry host, frem ev'ry gem; 
But one alove the Saviour speaks, 
It is the Star of Bethiehem. 


Once on the raging seas I rode, 

The storm was loud, the night was dark, 
The ocean yawn'd, and rudely blow’d 

The wind, that toss‘d my found’ring bark. 
Deep horror then my vitals froze, 

Death struck, I ceas'd the tide to stem 5 
When suddenly a star arose, 

It was ‘be star of Bethiehem. 


It was my guide, my light, my all ; 
It made my dark forebudings cease ; 
And through the storm and danger’s thrall, 
It leci me to the port of peace. 
Now safe!y moor’d, my perils o'er 5 
I’}] sing first in night’s diadem, 
For ever and for evermore, 
It is the Star of Bethlehem. 


ADDRESS TO SUPERSTITION. 
* Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good.” 
1 Thes. v. 21. 

Rev iGion’s spurious sister, of her rights 
Usurper bold, engendered in darkness 
To mock heaven’s light, O mighty Superstition! 
Where is tne heart. that once caught in her toils, 
Can e’er escape? Where is that boastful nation, 
That has not own'd thy sway? The earth, from pole 
To pole, has groau'd beneath thy giant foot! 





From Afric’s burning sands, to Asia's point, 

Where winter ever reigns, and checks relentless 
The breath of life—prolific swarm thy slaves! 

Thou noddest thy sable crest, aud the huge globe 

Is drench’d with seas of human blood. Thou bidd’st. 
And brother springs in arms ’gainst brother : sister ; 
Denounces sister ; and the tender mother, 


| Feercer than tygress, on her own offspring preys. 
forked—His look innocent ard mature— 


Obedieut to thy cal), dire discord shakes 

The world, and slaughter grim bestrides the ocean. 
Assassination, murder, parricide, 

And crimes more horrible, if such be found, 
Ordain’d by thee, are just and holy deeds! 


A REFLECTION AT SEA, 
SEex how, beneath the moonbeam’s smile 
Yon little billow heaves its breast. 
And foams ard sparkles, for awhile, 
And murmuring then subsides to rest. 


Thus man, the sport of life and care, 
Rises on time’s eveniful sea ; 

And, having swell'd a moment there, 
Thus melis into eternity ! 


pc NOTICE. 

Subscribers to this Paper, on receiving 
the first number will please to send us one 
dollar, the amount of half a year’s subs@ripe 
tion, free of expense. As advertisements 
are excluded from the coiumns of the Ap- 
VOCATE, it must depend entirely upon the 
subscription list for support; consequently 
a rigid adherence to our terms becomes 
indispensible, in order to meet the neces 
Sary #xpenses of the establishment. 

Communications addressed to the edi- 
tor, must, in all cases, come free of postage. 


NOTIGE. - 

The Brethren, in this village and vicini- 
ty, professing a belief in the Salvation of 
all Men, are requested to meet at the Ma- 
sonic Hull, on Tuesday the 11th of Feb- 
ruary next, at 3 o’clock P. M. for the 
purpose of forming into a religious Society 
according tu law. 


Buffalo, Jan. 31, 1823, 
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Rev. Mr. Everret will perform divine ser 
vice next Lord’s day, at the Masonic Hall. 
Service to commence at the usual hour. ¢ 
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